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Boeing gets state

Heath fac1l1ty to build V1rtua1 Mahufactunng Center add 10 Jlob's

By KENT MALLETT

Advocate Heporter ‘
HEATH -~ The, Ohio Depart-

ment of * Development

nounced Monday that Boemg

Guidance Repair Center will re-

ceive a $200,000 grant to be used .
‘opment, was one of several ap--

_proved Monday by the State

‘toward a $1.25 million high-tech
-expansion at its Heath facility.

- The comipany, located at the

‘Central Ohio Aerospace and.
" Technology Center, p]ans to re-
configure a 10,000-square foot

section of :its -existing facility -

‘and complete onsite mfrastruc—_
_ture work to establish an inter-
: active; “real-timie ‘visualization

system called the Virtual Manu—
facturing Center.

The grant, administered by:
the Ohio Department of Devel-

Conirolling Board. The pro_]ect'

-will help retain . the ‘existing
:587 positions and require an
-additional ‘10 jobs at the Boe-
ing facﬂlty =

: three-dnnensxon 1 sourid

"The (Virtial Manufacturmg )

“Center . will'- visually ' provide a
drsplay that communicates real-:

‘time engineering and technical:
information in' order’ to deter-.
mineé $olutions to manufacturing
processes,” according to.the- de—_.
scription on the ODOD Web site..

“The machmery and-equipment’
to be purchased includes fixed: .
computer display Walls high-fi-

delity “projectors, a mreless
tracking systent, stereo g]as'

and related eqmpment no
in this system, a person can

have a realtime visual experi~

ence | with prototype products

~that haven't been produced vet. -

Construction will begin by the
end of the year and finish by the

second quarter of 2008, said-

Dawi Pettit, spokeswoman for

fBoemg Guidance Repair Center.
,The company-hasa snmlar facﬂ—-

ity'in Anaheim, Calif."

1 .. “Tts greatest potential iy’ llow zti';
-¢onild [ink people from different

parts of the country to- one'

place,” Pettit said. “It's very ad-
vanced technology. You can go in

from a remote ‘site -and see it
. being' put . together“and .make
‘changes, 'and " you-can’ get on’
from sites all over-the couitry.”

Rick. Platt; -diréctor’; of the

Heath- Newark Licking : County °
" Port ‘Authority, which oversees
COATC, said the Port Authofity.
- will combme its. funds -with-an -

untapped . 2006 ‘state.. planmng
grant to buy $300 000 n eqlup-

, SERVING
LICKING COUNTY.
FOR 186 YEARS

ment it will lease to Boemg for :
the project.

“Boeing will ‘get fo ‘ise the
equipment and the Port Authori- -
ty will own it, but Boeing ¢an use
it excluswely,” Platt said. “Ten

‘jobs, it may seert- modest but

this is significant.’

“The Base has been around 45
years, and this'is’a “significant
development - in the hlstory of
the Base: © -

Platt ‘credits- credjts Lt Gov -
Lee Fisher and state’ Rep Jay
Hottinger, R-Néwark: with.help-
ing the pro;ect become reality.

See Boelngf10A.
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“T thmk it would ot happen if .
not for'the personal involvement

and personal attention of Lt.

Gov. Lee Fisher” Platt said.

“That " helps. That stuff really

makes 4 difference. Boeing was
. convinced of the project’s ex-
. tremie importance to Ohio be-
. cause of Fisher’s personal atten-
- tion and the state-local incentive
i package. .
¢ “Representative Hottinger
* championed this project with the

state from the start and he

in any jeop
gomg anywhere anytime soon.”

Ut Boemg isn’t:_:.

Boemg is the world’s Iargest -

stayed on it until the grant ap- ft c

proval” Platt added.




